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CENTRAL UNION CANAL, 



The object of the annexed Plan is to point 
out a mode of shortening and improving the 
Canal Navigation between London and Birming 
ham. 

By the present existing lines of Navigation, the 
Route from Birmingham to the Grand Junction 
Canal at Braunston, is either by the Birmingham 
and Fazely, the Coventry, and the Oxford Canals, 
a distance of about 58 * miles with 64 locks ; or 
by the Birmingham, Warwick and Birmingham, 
Warwick and Napton, and Oxford Canals, a dis- 
tance of 44i-J- miles with 77 locks, none of which 

* This distance applies to the completion of the improve- 
ments in the Oxford Canal, now nearly finished^ Feb. 1833; the 
distance previously was 70 miles. 

\ This distance also applies to the Oxford Canal, as im- 
proved by the embankment of Braunston Valley> now in pro- 
gress ; the present distance being 46 miles. 



Canals were originally designed and set out for 
the express purpose of a direct communication 
between London and Birmingham, with the im- 
mense Iron and Coal district in its immediate 
neighbourhood ; and it is a curious fact, and not 
unworthy of notice, that by the present lines of 
Canal no manufactured article having more than 
nine feet size or dimension (except length) can be 
passed from the foundries or manufactories of 
Staffordshire, to London ; viz. that a wheel or 
frame ten feet in diameter, or a steam boiler, or 
any other article of the same size, could not pass 
the locks and bridges ; but these defects the pro- 
posed plan goes to remedy, and to enable any 
articles to pass from Braunston to Birmingham, 
that can at present pass on the Grand Junction 
Canal from London to Braunston. 

Beginning at Birmingham, the first part of the 
proposed new line is to connect the Worcester 
Canal at Birmingham, -with the summit level of 
the Warwick and Birmingham Canal, by the 
nearest practicable line, either by that formerly 
surveyed by Mr. Giles, or any other in the vici- 
nity, that may better suit the purpose. This 
would be from one mile and a half to two miles in 



lengthy with a fall of about 74 feet in eight locks ; 
then to pursue the course of the Warwick and 
Birmingham Canal for about eight miles on its 
summit level, and take off from that Canal into 
the second part of the proposed new line, from 
which, almost to Coventry, it would take the 
course of the formerly proposed " London and 
Birmingham Junction Canal," leaving it at Her- 
shall Common, and terminating in the head of the 
Coventry Canal,* being altogether a length of 
about 1 1 miles with a fall of about 74 feet in nine 
locks. 

From the head of the Coventry Canal at Co- 
ventry, to the Grand Junction Canal at Brauns- 
ton, there are but three locks, altogether at 
Hilmorton, belonging to the Oxford Canal Com- 
pany, and these it is presumed that Company 
would not hesitate to rebuild and alter to suit 
any improved line like the present proposed 
Central Union Canal. 



* A shorter route by upwards of two miles might be obtained^ 
by keeping in Mr. Telford's line as far as the London road, on 
the south side of Coventry, and then proceeding direct to the 
Oxford Canal near Sow Common. See the yellow line in the 
Plan, No. 2. 



The locks on this new line being but 17 in num- 
ber, are proposed to be on the plan of those in- 
troduced by Mr. Morgan on the Regent's Canal ; 
double locks, each 15 feet wide, serving as side 
ponds to each other, and capable of passing 
double the number of boats in the same time 
and with half the quantity of water per boat that 
the common locks do, thus admitting a greater 
quantity of trade to pass in and out of the Bir- 
mingham New Canal, than can pass at present 
with the same quantity of water, and absolutely 
passing along the summit level of the Warwick 
and Birmingham Canal without any loss of water, 
but on the contrary a saving, as by making eight 
locks between the Worcester and the Warwick 
Canals, and nine between the Warwick and the 
Coventry Canals for about the same fall, it will fol- 
low that in every eight lockages between the two 
parts of the proposed new Canal, the water of one 
lockage will be saved and thrown into the summit 
level of the Warwick and Birmingham Canal. 

It is also proposed that the new line should have 
the advantage of two towing paths, and the same 
in the short Tunnel near Birmingham as is done 
in the new Tunnel just completed by the Oxford 




Canal Company at Newbold Hill, in the line of 
their improvements, which has two towing paths^ 
and room for two boats to pass ; and it is presumed 
that with the great accession of trade and water 
which must accrue to the summit of the Warwick 
Canal, should this Plan be carried into effect, that 
that Company would be induced to improve so 
much of their summit length as would form a part 
of the main line, and add another towing path to 
it: by this means the line from Birmingham to 
Coventry would be rendered complete as a canal 
navigation. 

By adopting and carrying into effect the pro- 
posed Plan for a Central Union Canal, it is 
presumed that the shortest distance, the greatest 
number of interests, the kast quantity of lockage, and 
the shortest time of transit, will be combined with 
the LEAST possible outlay; and most probably 
if the country were to be surveyed and levelled 
with a view to find the very best line, it would 
even be found on a shorter one than that shown 
on the annexed Plan. 



W. C. 



London, 
February, 1833. 



